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TAGS: PFOR, XF 

SUBJECT: FRENCH COMMENTS ON EGYPT 

1. QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS ROUTT .LON TOLD EMBOFF 
OCTOBER 4 THAT GOF HAD NOTED MARKEDLY POSITIVE REACTION OF ARABS 
TO DR. KISSINGER'S APPOINTMENT AS SECRETARY OF STATE. HE SAID 
GENERAL IMPRESSION GATHERED BY FRENCH EMBASSIES WAS THAT MANY 
ARABS CONSIDER SECRETARY SUCH AN EXCEPTIONAL HUMAN BEING THAT 
HE COULD RISE ABOVE ANY SUBJECTIVE VIEWPOINTS AND WAS CAPABLE OF 
BRINGING ABOUT SOLUTION TO ARAB-ISRAELI PROBLEM. WITHOUT IDENTIFYING 
HIS SOURCES, ROUILLON DID MENTION RESERVOIR OF GOOD WILL FOR 
SECRETARY IN CAIRO. 

2. THIS LED ROUILLON TO COMMENT GLUMLY ON US FIRM RECEIVING 
CONTRACT FOROIL PIPELINE THROUGH EGYPT. HE BELIEVED DECISION 
HAD BEEN BASED ON CLEAR FINANCIAL ADVANTAGES OF US PROPOSAL 

OVER EUROPEAN COMPETITOR; HE ADDED THAT EUROPEAN FINANCIAL CIRCLES 
AND FRENCH FINANCE MINISTRY HAD BEEN SKEPTICAL RE ECONOMICS 
OF THIS DEAL AND WERE THEREFORE, NOW PROBABLY RELIEVED. HE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PARIS 26163 052008Z 

STRESSED THAT CAIRO'S DECISION HAD NEVERTHELESS BEEN TAKEN BADLY 
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BY PARTICIPANTS IN EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM, INCLUDING FRENCH, 
BRITISH AND ITALIANS. HE CONCLUDED THAT EGYPT'S DECISION WAS 
AT VARIANCE WITH WHAT ITS SUPPORTERS IN EUROPE HAD MERITED. 

3. COMMENT: COUILLON WAS CAREFUL NOT TO LINK ARAB REGARD 
FOR SECRETARY WITH PIPELINE DECISION. IT WAS, NEVERTHELESS, 
CLEAR THAT HE CONSIDERED BOTH THESE FACTS AS INDICATIONS OF 
CONTINUED ARAB BELIEF THAT ONLY US CAN UNLOCK ME STATEMATE. 
HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT FRANCE EXPECTS US INITIATIVE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST. 

DECONTROL 12/31/74. 

IRWIN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED CAIRO. 
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